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This year was the best workcamp
I've been to.

| quess | should mention that this
is also my second workcamp. There
have been some interesting aspects
of this workcamp that | didn‘t feel
last year. One aspect that made this

Johm Lee

workcamp more interesting was my
crew. The people in my crew created the strangest group
for working.

Our adult leader knew all kinds of jobs so he quided ev-
eryone in their jobs. Another quy can be compared to an
ox. He was a determined worker and knew how to get the
job done. Two gitls in my crew talked a lot but at least
knew how to paint properly and got their jobs done. An-
other girl was very bright and helped to organize the jobs
that needed to be done. Our group was fortunate to have
the support of the red and purple shirts to help.

At first, our group only focused on getting the work
site finished. Later during the week we had bonded to-
gether and started to have fun. We got the job done and
were sent to help another crew. We made new friends and
had the opportunity to help others. At the school, I didnt
see my crew mates often so | didn't really talk to them.
| had a lot of fun with my crew and accomplished many
things together. My youth group was another fun aspect of
workcamp. This workcamp brought the youth group closer
together with each other. Each individual member of the
youth group had 3 specific role in the congregation. They
had shown me that life is unique and everyone’s life is dif-
ferent. People are all different and even though you think
that you are similar, you're not. The many people I've met
in workcamp proved this to me as they had prayed about
their lives. Some people had little to pray for so they would
either pray for their friends or go out and hang out with
their friends. Others, however, had lives filled with hardships

and problems and they had prayed for extensive periods of
time. | remember that | had prayed and cried for a long
time on one night. At that moment, | believe that it was
the first time that | had truly come in contact with God.
| remember hearing 3 faint voice as if someone was yell-
ing for me in the distance. | tried to make out what words
were being spoken but I just couldn’t hear because of all
the events in my life. | couldnt reach the voice so | stopped
trying and let myself be overcome. Instantaneously | felt
the presence of others praying for me and helping me. The
hardships started to fade away so | turned towards the voice
aqain. In the end | remember hearing the voice clearly, tell-
ing me to not give up in life and there was a purpose for
me. | was truly touched at that moment in my life and |
will always remember it. After that | had changed into a
devoted Christian. | understood that my life had a meaning
to it but | just haven't figured out what it was. | needed to
stay on track in order to find out what my purpose in life
was. | knew that my life was planned out by God and | had
to trust in him to help lead me in the right direction.

Overall, this workcamp had helped me to see that | have
a specific purpose that God wants me to do. I've met many
new people that have changed the way | view people. The
workcamp showed to me the various people in the world
that need help physically and spiritually. I've realized that
people are at different levels of faith which can lead them
down different paths in life. In the end of life there are only
two kinds of people, those who put their faith in Christ and
those who place their faith in themselves. Many people fall
away from God because they are not faithful enough and
only worry about themselves. Such people are self centered
and do not know the true meaning of being faithful to
others and to God. From this workcamp, | learned not to
be selfish and to be faithful to others.
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Yale Academy

It is safe to say that
junior year is one of the busiest
and most stressful years that
a high school student must

endure. However, coming to
church every Thursday night

wrts el

mRpe 1
wikwtfer 1k -tli‘!l_r-" L) G

for almost two hours isn't a
waste of time. Mrs. Kang had
come up with this program about two years ago and ever
since | have been willing to devote my time and help the
young children that attend Yale Academy. This program
has taught me many things about myself and | owe it to
Mrs. Kang who made this all possible.

As a freshman, | started off as a homework helper
for just a couple of kids. Although | didn’t expect it to be
such a difficult task, there were aspects of tutoring that
were far more complicated than | had imagined. Teaching
a child that is only 5 or 6 years old requires a lot of
patience. | became more understanding person through
this experience and | acquired a willingness to serve these
children. Along the way, Mrs. Kang supported me and the
other teachers as well. The group of teachers that served
every week was very cooperative and hardworking.

Going from homework help to teaching an actual
kindergarten class was a big adjustment to make. This year
as a junior, | was given the responsibility to teach a class
of about 7 to 8 children each week. With the help of my
TA’s, | made it through the 10 weeks without a problem.
Teaching my kindergarteners was a blessful experience
because it was so nice to see their bright and smiling faces
after a long day at school. They always welcomed me with
a happy face and it was nice to know they were excited to
come and learn with me every week.

In addition to focusing on academics, Mrs. Kang

Christine Kim

always included prayers and a sermon before the sessions
began. Even if the children did not get anything out of the
classes this year, | truly hope that they will remember God’s
word and the lessons that the staff taught them, as well as
the memories they made at Yale Academy. | am looking
forward to the upcoming years and the continuous success
of this program as this year’s session comes to an end.
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_L/.f e for His kindness e e
L " 18, B, A Wy thas Dear Kim
| Sept. 2 2010
/C'é* e Former members of Redeemer
e Volunreend W s Lutheran Church want to let you
s Vo Mot Oy know how joyful we are to read

- et i
L 1
‘fuur thoughtfulness and generous heart

will always be remembered.

in The Hicksville Illustrated News
about your Yale Christian Acad-
emy and your outreach to the
community.

giiic You continue to “beautify” the
oy church in many ways.

Thank you to the staff and the
volunteers of the Yale Christian Academy.

God bless all that you do.

Rita Sharkeey
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