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Julie Chong

Work Gamp Testimony

This year was my first work camp. Before I went to work camp, I was thinking of not going. I felt like work camp
wasn't going to help me get closer to God and I feel didn’t confident about myself. But, when I really thought about it,
I decided to give it a shot.

The theme of this year’s work camp is "What do you stand for?” Once I saw that theme, I didn't understand it. Once I
meet my crew, | knew that maybe it wasn't going to be bad as I thought. I had a double crew and it was really fun. We
had ice cream, went to the lake, and had a fun time to laugh and joke around. But when there was service, I didn't
bother listening because I wasn't focused on God. I only cared about making new friends and having fun. But on
Tuesday, there was an evening worship. When I got a paper clip, the director of the work camp shared what to do with
it. We had to make a symbol of something you want from God out of the paperclip. Then when we made that symbol,
you had a choice of asking that symbol from God or not. If you did, you put it in the cross. My symbol was to stay
strong. While I was making it, I asked myself if I deserve to put it in the cross. When I thought about it, I decided not
to put it in the cross. I wasn't ready to put it in yet. As I prayed to God though, I was great full to be here at work camp
and get closer to him. After that, I decided to put my paperclip on the cross. When I met my crew, I heard we had to
skirt the resident’s house. I thought that it was not going to be fun at all. But as I was skirting for my residents house,

I saw a lot of God's sightings. With that sighting, I would be blown to see what God has done for me. When it was cry
night, we had a bandage which represents to let go of all the bad things you did or what happened. When I looked at
my bandage, I flashed and saw all the sins I committed. I was upset to see what I have done to my friends, family, and
the people around me. But, I peeled off my bandage and put it on the cross. These made me realize that God would
always stay by my side and help me through the struggles I take or make. One of the main topics that helped me
throughout the most was “Why do you Doubt?”” Doubt happens when you forget what you know. That was one the way
to think about it. To be honest, sometimes I had a struggle in doubt in God. But, ever since I came to work camp, I
became strong and confident about myself and knowing that God knows me and understand me the way I am. Having
doubt is normal. Everyone has doubt. While I was struggling, a friend of mine helped me with the struggle I had in me.
That person gave me a many good advices and helped me. Without that person, I wouldn’t have been able to reach out
to God. When it was the 3nd to last day of work camp, my crew was almost finished skirting the house. I was upset
because [ was going to miss my resident, the residents dog Chance, and mostly my new friends I made. I enjoyed
fixing my residents house and making new friends that understood me. I am glad that I came to work camp this year.
I experienced a life changing spiritual growth in my life. I stand for getting to know God every day and getting closer
to him. I have amazing new friends and I had a chance to know that God will help me where I struggle the most by
praying and understanding His words. I cannot wait to go to work camp next year to fulfill my life to God first. So, I
ask you this question,

“What do you stand for?”
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Jonathan Bae

Work Camp Testimony

Hello Everyone! So I didn’t really-know-the-real- meaning of testimony so I looked it up. Testimony, according to
Merriam-Webster, means firsthand authentication of a-fact.: evidence, an open acknowledgement, and a public
profession of religious-€xperience. In order for this testimony to make sense I have to go all the way to the start of all
this. So, in the beginning... God created the heavens and the Earth.

In the beginning, [ was forced to go on the missions trip. Three reasons made me go, why not? SWAG YOLO, mama
Bae, and because so many of my hyungs were going and [ wanted.to’be with them for one last time before they go off
to college and I don’t see them much. To tell youthe truth, I was in a terrible spot in my faith. I doubted God’s very
existence, but I didn’t tell anyone because I didn't want them to bother me about it. I came to church just because my
mom forced me to. If my mom didn’t make me I probably wouldn't have come. But then mission practices begin...
and oh man. The work was crazy. Balloon animals, Las Maldades Cometitas, fasting... (laughter), sacbaegeedo...
(laughter), and cleaning the church. I believed in God but I thought to myself, (I'm really lazy) I can always just
resume my walk with God later on. He’ll still accept me then just like he would anyone. But now that I had to go to
missions, [ had to revisit God again. It was like he was my toothbrush. I only go to Him once in a while. I was actually
terrified when I found out I had to go to missions. I was so scared because I was afraid that someone’s salvation lies
in my hands, someone’s ticket to heaven. When.I-kept thinking about that I realized I had to go to God again. I had
to ask him for help. I'decided that workcamp is the time and place to just connect with God again.

Work camp was the first sign that I noticed from God. The theme of the week was really relatable for me. Why do
you doubt? Why are youafraid? Do'you want to get well? These questions hit me hard. I realized that I was just being
lazy and scared to get'to know God. That was when my whole perspective changed. Everyone in my crew at work
camp had broken families and their own problems but still believed in God and trusted in him. And then there [ was...
a bum thinking only about himself when I don't even have any problems. It went from a nonbeliever, seeing things as
coincidences, thinking about the secular things, to a Christian, seeing things as signs from God, looking at things and
thinking if it's acceptable to God, and finally I thought about how I would feel if I was God. Of course I will never be
able to understand God but thinking about how I kept turning from him and refusing to get to know him hurt me. God
sent his only son down for everyone. Now I was mega scared for missions. I was so afraid that I won't be able to do
Gods work the way he wants it to be done. I felt like a deadweight when I finally got to Guatemala. I didn't know any
Spanish except for a packet I memorized, I wasn't in Everything or in body worship. I really was worth nothing to the
missions team. All I had was amindset of I have to'do anything I can possibly do to help this missions team. So I did,
I lifted things, did VBSsongs with.-as much passion as I could, and tried to make sure everyone was feeling well. This
thought of being adeadweight changed completely on the last day. The last:day jundosanim asked me to help encour-
age people to start praising God«(Deseribe the presidential square). I ran to the middle and started to clap. After we
prayed for the people who were willing to accept Jesus Christ as their savior or'wanted to.get well. I was praying for
a man who had a stomach problem and a man with troubles with his heart-or with his life. I don't know because yo no
hablo espanyol. That’s when L was terrified. I thought to myself; am I'even good enough to be praying to God to enter
into someone’s life, am I even qualified to pray to try and heal someone? But that’s when I realized: I am not the one
healing him, I’m not the one bringing him to God. God is the one that is going to heal him, God is the one bringing
him to God... weird. (Motorcycle)(plane ticket) Everything that has happened is God’s work and could’ve only
happened through God. Being at missions truly shows you and makes you focus on God and his work and power.
Gloria a Dios. Missions 2014!!!
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Thank you JESUS,
Father and Holy Spirit.
I love you!
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CCM (Christ Centered Ministry)

Brian Lee

His Abundant Grace and Guidance

Over the past year, God has blessed Christ Centered Ministry with many changes that have helped grow and cultivate
our young ministry. One of the most significant blessings we have seen has been the relocation of our worship service
to the main sanctuary. At first, the change from an 11 AM service to a 1PM service seemed inconvenient, however over
time we saw God’s purpose behind this decision. For one, the time change allowed for Bible study before service
which has helped enrich and strengthen our member’s faith and theology.

Also, the service held in the main sanctuary has help our members focus on God and worship more sincerely. We have
also seen growth within the new small groups of CCM including our Vineyard, Pursuit and Promise groups. From
monthly bible studies to organized events, we have experienced a greater bond of fellowship and a stronger sense of
community. As we draw closer to God, we have been able to grow closer to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Finally, we have been greatly blessed by Pastor Ahn and the rest of the CCM leadership. Their heart for service and
dedication to the idea of “Christ First” has helped shape CCM into a ministry committed to honoring God. We continu-
ally thank God for His abundant grace and guidance in Christ Centered Ministry and look forward to what He has
planned for us in the future.
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CCM (Christ Centered Ministry)

Esther Nam

God Truly Revealed Himself

2013 has been a year that God truly revealed Himself to the members of Christ Centered Ministry. In Exodus 3, Moses
met the living God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Moses probably heard about God and was probably even familiar
with the stories of what God had done; but in Exodus 3, God reveals Himself to Moses in the form of a burning bush
that did not burn. This revelation was personal, powerful and undeniable.

2013 has been that kind of year for many of us, especially those who attended the summer mission trip to Guatemala.
There were many challenges that we had to face, namely that this was a nation we had never done missions work at.
We were not familiar with the nation, people, churches, culture, or the missionaries we would be partnering with. It
was clear to us that God was calling us to go, but many of us became concerned with how inadequately prepared we
felt. However, despite all the problems that we faced, we chose to go in faith. Just as Paul said in Hebrews 11 that faith
is the evidence of things unseen; God began to reveal to us the things we could not see but believed that God would
do. Town after town, village after village, church after church, event after event; God poured out His Spirit in a way
that was undeniable to all those that were there to witness and experience.

Many who never knew Jesus surrendered their lives to God and received the gift of eternal life. Many who knew Jesus
encountered God in a fresh, new way and experienced a renewal and revival of our first love for the Lord. What’s been
equally as exciting is seeing God’s heart being made evident not only in a foreign country but in our local community
as well. The same Spirit that was poured out on us in Guatemala continued to be poured when we returned home and
we saw many members of Christ Centered Ministry surrender their lives for the first time and many others recommit-
ting their lives to the Lord. God is good and I’ve witnessed that this will always be true. God was, is, and will always
be good.
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