SH M16% | 20154

2ftely =z 3

22U =23

YALE KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN NEW YORK




" alAA ol2AIE W7E & Zol8 ZE 8 Aoy
U= DA gals ofHAAR & A7 =YY @aue 148 69)



‘I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”(ohn 14:6)
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1o Serve the Church

John 13:1-20

In 1904 the heir to the Borden Dairy
Estate, William Borden, graduated from
Chicago High School a millionaire. His
parents gave him a trip around the
world. During that trip he became
burdened for all the hurting people he
saw in Asia, Europe and the Middle
East. He made a decision to prepare for
the mission field. When he made that
decision he wrote in his Bible the
words, “No Reserve.”

When William Borden arrived at Yale
University the next year as a freshman
his passion for Christ was already
kindled. He was disappointed to find
the school morally bankrupt and the
teaching filled with empty philosophy.
So during his first semester, he asked a
friend to begin praying with him before
breakfast. As a result of his leadership
other prayer groups began to spring up.
And by his senior year, 1,000 of the
1,300 students were meeting in prayer
groups. Many of those young leaders
came to the Lord through that
movement.

Upon graduation he was offered high
paying jobs. But he turned those offers
down and continued to pursue God’s
call on his life. While making those
decisions he wrote two more words in
his Bible, the words “No Retreat”.
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When he completed his studies at
Princeton Seminary he sailed to China
to work with the Muslims. On the way
he stopped in Egypt to study Arabic.
But there in Egypt he was stricken with
spinal meningitis and within a month at
the age of 25 he died. What his friends
and family found written in his Bible
was a great source of comfort. Added to
the words previously written, “No
Reserve, No Retreat” were two more
words, “No Regrets”.[2]

Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing for
you and me to arrive at the end of our
earthly journey with those words
written in our hearts, “No Reserve, No
Retreat, No Regrets”?



William Borden is an example of a
person who entered into his ministry
and fulfilled God’s plan for his life and
could come to the end with “No
Regrets”.

What kind of thinking empowers you
and me to serve with joy and not lose
our passion for ministry? What do you
need to know in order to take the place
of a servant and follow the example
Jesus gives us here?

I. Know who you are in God.

If we don’t know who we are in God
we will spend most of our energy doing
things to define our identity. And
tragically nothing we can do—no
attainment, no honor, no
accomplishment, no amount of human
recognition can adequately define our
identity.

Why? Because your identity is not
found in what you do but in whom you
are by the grace of God. That’s why
Paul spends so much time in the first
half of Ephesians explaining to those
believers who they are in Christ. That’s
why we read in that epistle statements
like Eph 1:4-5 “For he chose us in him
before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love
5 he predestined us to be adopted as his
sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will.”
And Eph 2:7-10 “For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith-and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of

God- not by works, so tﬁﬂa‘[ no one can
boast. For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.”

We don’t minister in order to find out
who we are. We minister out of who we
are. The first thing you and I need to
have as a foundation for effective
ministry is a revelation of who we are
in God. I am what I am by the grace of
God. Out of who I am in God I serve
you. So serve from where you are right
now. Find the need and respond.

You can’t serve in a capacity that
is larger than you, but you can’t
forget that the transformation that is
happening is pushing those limits.
YOU HAVE TO BE GROWING IN
FAITH TO MEET THAT
CHALLENGE. It gets hard when
you’re not being filled with Jesus. So
don’t expect to keep serving at the
same level consistently.

There in that upper room is Jesus
assuming the most humbling task in
that culture. He bows before the
disciples and washes their feet. Why
hadn’t one of the disciples done that?
We have a clue from Luke 22 because
Luke tells us about an argument that
arose amongst them as to who would be
greatest in the kingdom. I suspect that
none of them wanted to assume the
position of washing the other’s feet
because that might have placed that one
at the bottom of the pecking order.



None of the disciples were secure
enough in who they were to embrace
the job of a servant.

Jesus serves in the lowest position. It
was the lowest level of servants washed
guests’ feet.It's a nasty job. Imagine the
feet smell, thecaked-on dirt, the filth of
touching someone else’s feet. But, this
is the prime example of service.

e Service is not meant to be easy,
it’s meant to refocus your attention
on what Jesus has done for you.

°* When faith and prayer is in
proper action, that’s when you begin
to serve the right way.

But Jesus knew that the Father had
put all things under his power. He was
not insecure about his identity.
Therefore, taking the lowly job was not
threatening to that identity. When we
can only define ourselves by what we
do, we will be so busy trying to do
something that will put us in a good
light that we won’t do much service.
But when we are firmly centered on
who we are in Christ, we can take the
lowly position without worrying about
being marked as insignificant.

Paul reminds the Christians at
Corinth of something that we all need
reminded of—your labor in the Lord is
not in vain. Turn to the person next to
you and just remind that person of that
truth—tell him or her, “Your labor in
the Lord is not in vain.”

So, Know who you are in God.

Il. Know who you aredserving. Yc_>u

are serving the church (the bride o__f
Christ)

In verse 1 of our text John makes it
very clear that Jesus knew that the time
for him to lay down his life for you and
me was very near. But in that verse
John also makes this comment about
Jesus and it is related to this issue of
servanthood,

“Having loved his own who were in
the world, he now showed them the full
extent of his love.”

Love is one of the most amazing
dynamic there is. In a way it defies
explanation.

Love will cause a person to
sacrifice personal comfort and gain
for the well-being of another. Love

caused William Borden to forsake a life
of comfort and ease in pursuit of lost
souls. Love motivated Jesus to pay the
ultimate price for our redemption. What
the world needs now is love—not a
Hollywood distortion of love, not lust
and selfish desire—but love. Love will
win the lost sinner.

But how can I love stinky, selfish,
rebellious people enough to serve
them? By the way, that pretty well
describes every one of us if we walk in
the flesh. “God so loved the world that
He gave...”That is the motive for
service. But how do I get motivated that
way? First, I need the influence of the
Holy Spirit shedding God’s love abroad

ols0re_34_s#16s



in my heart. Without God I cannot truly
love other people.

But how can I nurture that love for
people? I must go back to the word of
God and remember how God looks at
people. “God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”

God sees something in people that is
so precious to Him that He would send
His Son to suffer and die for their
salvation. I’m convinced that His love
is so personal that were you the only
person on the face of the earth Jesus
would have paid that same price for
you.

Jesus looked at his disciples and said
in his heart, “You are why I will pay
this price.”[19]

In Hebrews 12 we are told that Jesus
endured the cross—there is no greater
example of personal sacrifice and
service than that—Jesus endured the
cross for the joy that was set before
him. Here is the amazing thing. You are
that joy. I am that joy. And so is that
sinner that Jesus wants to reach through
your testimony. Listen to the instruction
given in Heb 12:1-3 “Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God. Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinful
men, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.”

Jesus even washed 'the feet of ‘V\?-
Judas, the one who was to betray
him. '

* Serving doesn’t exclude the people we
dislike or having a hard with
* You don’t set the standards of service.
It’s Jesus who sets that standard.
* He loved until the end. And we are
called to do the same.

=He didn’t quit and say I’ve had
enough.

- He knew Peter would betray him,
his disciples would go into hiding
upon his arrest, and it didn’t stop
him.

Are you weary? Are you losing heart
in your service to others? Consider him.
Consider the joy that he was looking to
as he endured the cross. Consider what
that person means to him. I’'m talking
about attitudes nurtured in our hearts
that will cause us to serve others. I'm
talking about a way of thinking that
naturally leads to effective ministry.
May we all have the mind of Christ in
these matters?

The call is to wash each other’s feet.
Figuratively and literally. But it means
to take the humility of Jesus. This is
where faith leads us, strengthened by
prayer.

YOU ARE THE CHURCH. I don’t
like church because it doesn’t fit my
need is the wrong thought. If you feel
something is wrong or off, then fix it.
Let that be your service.
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My expectations for missions weren’t
very high. I supposed it was going to be
like my other missions experiences:
culture shock, but lax. Maybe I prayed
a little harder when missions came
around, but I wasn’t expecting to learn
much in a spiritual sense beyond QT
and journal time. Of course, just as I
grew comfortable in the thought of
simply doing work in a foreign country,
God spoke powerfully through this
mission. It wasn’t by visions or
prophetic dreams that led me to see
It wasn’t God’'s

trumpet-

grace.

Rachel Hahn

like voice that captured my attention. It
was His soft whispers in the midst of
humid days and His love in the smiles
of those who I served. It was the
undeserved accommodations our team
received from our missionary that led
me into a deeper understanding of how
incredibly profound His grace is.
Serving in the glasses station was
unexpectedly joyful. I had assumed that
people would grumble about having hot
pink glasses or complain about glasses
that didn’t perfectly match their
| prescriptions. But, every time
someone would try on a pair of
glasses, they would smile in
such genuine joy for simply
being able to see. The gift of
sight is nothing to be taken
lightly yet I am the one
who grumbles for not
having my contacts on
time. It was deeply
humbling to see people
give me a joyfully

Mi5510T
o //\ confident thumbs-up
— when the world
around them became
clear.

Praising with the Filipino praise team
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Through the laughter and smiles of
the people who | served,

this mission trip gave me
a heaven-directed perspective of
what true eternal joy might look like.

was a tremendous blessing. Even
though I had no clue as to what the
lyrics meant, joining in rhythm
and melody to praise the same
God was enough for me to know
how great our God is and how
much He deserves to be glorified.
Our God transcends all language
barriers and cultural differences.
Knowing this, I noticed that
Filipinos smile a lot and that it
was easy to share in joy with
them. This led me to understand
that one day every nation will live
harmoniously in the Lord’'s
perfect joy and I should always be
grateful and humbled for being a
piece in God’'s beautiful plan.

As I served the people, God opened my eyes to see that I
would spend an eternity praising Him with these brothers and
sisters, my co-heirs. Each smile was a token of the future with
the Almighty. Through the laughter and smiles of the people
who I served, this mission trip gave me a heaven-directed
perspective of what true eternal joy might look like. Joy that is
shared definitively points to the God of joy. Sometimes I
wondered how long it would take for me to get tired of smiling,
but the Lord taught me that drawing from the cross is all I need.
There is an everlasting, bottomless well of joy in serving if your
heart in founded in the cross, which will never run dry. Day in
and day out, it wasn’'t my strength or joy but rather those of the
Infinite, All-providing, Limitless Father.
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Bolivia Te

Bolivia was my first every
international mission and to be honest |
did not know what to expect and what I
was going to experience. Bolivia, being
my first mission, was a rememberable
one. Preparing for missions was a
struggle sometimes like trying to keep
my fasting times, practicing
pantomime, and preparing the activities.
I tried to pray as much as I could and
prepare my mind going to Bolivia.
Bolivia being at a higher altitude and
being an unknown place for me, I had
worries of if | was ready physically and
mentally. I thought that I would be one
of the ones that would suffer and
struggle while I was there but by God’s
grace and hand I was surprising one of
the only ones who was perfectly fine.
As I got to Bolivia I had a lot of worries
of will I be able to survive, adjust to the
different atmosphere, and even the
thought will 1 be able to go back to
America after missions. Although I had
all these worries and fears, I felt like
God was there next to me watching
over me and picking me up. I felt
blessed that I was able to go to Bolivia
because it opened my eyes to things
that I might have never thought or seen
in person. I always wondered what
could someone like me could do to

sllmony

affect any person’s life. 1 always
wondered, seeing on TV all the
advertisements and commercials of
raising money for those in need, but I
never believed that we can make a big
impact but it turned out that we could
and we did. Meeting all the people there
and helping those in need and watching
and playing with the kids there really
influenced and encouraged me to do
more for the glory of God. Missions
was not a time of community service
but to me I felt that it was more of a
time to help guide and help those in
need not though the works we did but
show how everything was God’s plans
and miracles. Although there was
nothing I could do, the only things I
know I could do was to pray for those
in need and encourage them towards
Christ and his wonders. Although there
were some who were sick and tired, I
really want to motivate and encourage
those who haven’t gone or did any
community service to do it because it
really changes your mindset and can
change you forever. There are some I
know that were motivated to help those
in need like by becoming a doctor,
dentist, and missions members just by
going to a mission and being changed.
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At first, I didn’t know what to expect. I wasn’t
nervous about teaching English to Spanish minorities,
but I was curious to know their ability and capability
in learning the English language. As they entered the
church, automatic smiles lit on their faces and we
greeted them back with warm welcomes. Before we
ate, I found them all participating in prayer and
wondered how many of them actually even believed in
God. They would praise with us and listen to the
sermon with occasional nods here and there but did
they really believe? As we spent several Mondays
together, I started to look forward to our next meeting.
It was always the same; the Spanish minorities entered
the church the same way they exited—with a friendly
attitude. When we, the teachers, started to teach them
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English one on one, a lot of them were struggling. But
even their struggles were full of smiles because not one
of them seemed to be discouraged. I am sure they have
many problems of their own, but one would be fooled
to know they had any because they only showed
laughter and humor. It was as if the room we occupied
made you forget all your worries of tomorrow. If we
tried to help them write or solve something and they
still didn’ t understand, they would just laugh instead of
growing impatient and frustrated. I remember a man,
who seemed to be in his sixties, trying hard to figure
how to write a certain word. I tried to help him by
slowly spelling it out. With every letter I spelt out, he
would get confused. I would repeat the letter he was
stuck in over and over again, and yet, he never became
grumpy. [ guess it’s because I’'m an
impatient person, but this man is my
role model. This observation made me
reflect how respectful they were and
how thankful I was to be. What I
gained from teaching English to
Spanish minorities sounds cliché, but
I learned to be more thankful of the
things 1 take for granted. Knowing
how to speak in English has given me
the opportunity to teach and even
learn in return. I didn’ t think that I
had any thing valuable to give back to
the community, so I have only been
receiving... but God has reminded me
that everyone has something to
deliver. As I mentioned before, I don’t
know if they all truly believe in God,
but if any of them were hesitant I
hope we were able to strengthen their

doubts through our actions.
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Ever since I was younger I had
trouble trusting anyone, I always
thought that if I told someone some
thing it would make myself vulnerable
or I would be judged so I would bottle
everything up to myself. I never told
my pastor, my closest friends, and
definitely not the people in my church.
Before the beginning of this year I
didn't open up to people in my church
because I thought that they couldn't be
trusted, I only saw them once a week so
I didn't know them and they didn't
know me. However, during past Jeff's
sermon he spoke of how important
accountability is, and that was then I
realized that I had to open up and break
the barrier that had kept me from my
grade and even from my church for so
long. This new understanding made me
further realize that I didn't love they out

h groupers enough and that I had
ignored the younger kids and ignored
the quiet kids who didn't say much at
church.

Despite Jesus telling us to love the
out casts and the unloveable and to not
neglect the children, for their hearts are
pure and untouched by sin, I had done
both of the sethings without my self
even knowing. When I realized this I
felt so broken so I went over and
reconciled with almost every person of
the youth  group, apologizing for
ignoring them or not loving the mas |
should have.

That night was the night when I fell
to my knees and felt the presence of the
Holy Spirit in my heart, when I
surrendered completely to Christ it was
an effable joy that I had never felt
before.

I was crying and laughing but at the
same time my body was cold and
electrified, it was an extra ordinary and
super natural feeling. I would always
hear in my pastor's sermon about how
the joy that you will experience once
you give the burden you carry to God
will be unexplainable and you will be
over joyed, but when I finally felt the
joy that the pastor was always talking
about [ felt so blessed. Over the past
years | was a fake Christian thinking
that I was a real Christian because I was
in the shallow end of the ocean but |
realize that I'm called to beareal
Christian even when I am brought to
the deeper end of the sea.
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Wisdom £or Mothers

Maureen Park

When my husband and I married after
college, I believe I knew who I was and
what my role as an individual and wife
would be. After graduate school and by
age 30, we had a daughter and a son.

The earlier child-rearing years were
physically tiring, but manageable,
juggling work and parenting.

We attended Catholic mass every
Sunday as a family, dutifully prayed
before every meal and bedtimes and we
tried to live as morally- conscious
citizens, trying to do the right thing and
making responsible choices. But
something was amiss and Subum and I
both knew it.
became more challenging and we didn’t

Raising our children

feel we had it all under control. As in
the hymn based on Matthew 6:33,
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God,
and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you.”

After the toddler years, I had found
mothering to be more challenging and
many times the thought entered my
mind that I should have continued
working full time; that perhaps my
children and I were spending “too

much” time together which must be the
problem of why they hated me and
likewise, why I hated the confrontations
that I didn’t feel equipped to handle. 1
wanted to be the fun and consistently
joyous mother, who made my children
But this
conflicted with my need to prepare my

happy and comfortable.

kids for a good future and I expected
them to do their absolute best. Asking
the question, “Did you finish your
homework?” in a happy voice didn’t
work. They have x-ray vision into our
true intentions and telling them to turn
off the TV helped even less.

In “Wisdom for Mothers” I was
liberated to find that I could draw
wisdom from the Bible and apply that
knowledge to my daily life. 1 was
enlightened when I learned that I am
not operating under my own power, but
to a greater power. That I could yield
my problems to God and ask Him to
provide a solution was truly a huge

burden lifted from me and as far as I

o202 114 53163



could see, from my children as well.
That by seeking out God, I was building
my house upon a rock as stated in
Matthew 7:24-25, “Therefore, everyone
who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had
its foundation on the rock.”

Whereas it relates to my relationship
with my children, I have been sharing
my weekly lessons with my children as
time permits. On discipline especially,
the other day after my son graciously
submitted to a “love spank”(3 swats to
the bum post quick prayer) after hitting
his younger sister, he came to me and
said, “I love you mommy.” What a
miracle; I’ve been chasing him for
months and with God’s help I caught
him. And our moods remained light,
without any hard feelings. These are the
kinds of moments I would like to
duplicate, to have my children respect
me, for us to have and maintain a

trusting.

On my relationship with my husband,
which I cherish, I found the lesson on
my role as a wife a real eye-opener. |
never imagined that the role of a wife
could be so impactful on a marriage
and family as a whole. This is in part
due to cultural and modern influences,
from women’s rights, to our own
individual agendas, why should we
have to carter to our husbands?
Because the wisdom in these words is
clear in 1Peter 3:1, “Wives, in the same
way submit yourselves to your own
husbands so that, if any of them do not
believe the word, they may be won over
without words by the behavior of their

wives.”

Mother Wise has brought focus to my
role as an individual, mother, wife and
citizen. From my relationship with
God, to my relationship with my
husband and children, I have valued
this Mother Wise class very much and
look forward to finishing the workbook,
re-reading the workbook and notes
taken, applying them, and a min spired
to read the Bible on a more continual

basis to gain more applicable wisdom.
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