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“Good Morning! Just wanted to
let you know how much I
appreciate you! Thanks for being
my pastor!”
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Fkilasa}aky af Mim’stry

This is what I have been learning
over the past 10 years involved in
ministry. My ministry philosophy is
continually being shaped and honed,
but I wanted to share what I believe
about ministry, and why the youth
group is undergoing dramatic changes.

I ought to teach my students to
pursue God creatively. This is a
principle generated from the Parable of
the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30). God is

a creative God, so there should be a
creative pursuit of God. In these
“modern” times, God is often an
afterthought of all the things we do,
squeezed into the compartmentalized
segments of our life. Worship is tied to
a time and place, but a vital relationship
to God is necessary for all aspects of
life. In the parable, the master leaves
without giving any instructions.
However, the good and faithful servants
(and even the wicked one) know what
the master desires and they choose their
course of action. If one knows the heart
of Jesus, one realizes that you have
received

much: finances, time, talents. I want
to find methods to promote my
student’s relationship with God even
though their passions may not align

with the normal things connected to
“church”.

I think it’s important to have students
experience a various array of ministries,
similar to core classes for college. It
would enable students to get a taste of
the ministries, not only in my church,
but throughout the city. My hope is that
the students are inspired and able to
connect their passions and talents for
the kingdom of God. Currently, we are
involved in soup kitchens and an annual
Group Workcamp trip. This program
involves youth volunteers spending a
week to repair the homes of the elderly
or the financially distressed. The repair
work ranges from making a home
wheelchair accessible to painting the
entire house.

We must live a life worthy of the
Gospel (Philippians 1:27) The second
principle for my philosophy of ministry
revolves around personal character.
Throughout Scripture, there is a call to
model the obedient life for others. As a
preacher and pastor, I should not live a
life that is a contradiction to the things
that I preach. This principle also applies
to the teaching staff and parents linked
to my ministry. Discipleship is
modelled in the everyday moments of

o021 2 88178



life. The more access that my students
get to Gospel-centered living will lead
to better connections to the Gospel in
every area of their lives. Faith is not
compartmentalized, and discipleship is
happening whether we realize it or not.
We are either making disciples of
Christ or of this world. Although this is
considered a principle, authentic pursuit
of a Christ-centered life will make this
discipleship modelling second nature,
and not something that we need to
actively pursue.

For this principle, although I will not
be perfect (and with the aid of my
community in Christ), I would continue
to strive for an authentic, God-fearing,
obedient life in Christ. It requires that
my life be an open book so that people
could see how the Gospel transforms
my life. They may not be able to see the

transformation that has already taken
place, but will be able to see the
spiritual fruit grow in my life. And the
hope is that it will influence others to
do the same.

We must reach out to the lost sheep.
As disciples of Jesus, we take up the
mission of Jesus. Jesus met people
where they were, and ministry is the
same. This principle is not meant to be
theological statement. As the shepherd
leaves the 99 other sheep to find the
one that is lost, there are times when we
need to pursue those that stray. For his
ministry philosophy, Clinton states “I
will give as much as I can to one who
chooses to have it (p.158).” However, I
find the opposite to be true. Although
they may not express it or desire it, we
must go out and reach those who are
struggling. Just as Jesus pursued
people, we are called to pursue others
for the kingdom. There’s a great quote
from the movie “The Guardian” which
outlines this principle. A Coast Guard
lifeguard asks his mentor, “When you
can't save 'em all, how do you choose
who lives?” The mentor answers, “I
take the first one I come to or the
weakest one in the group and then I
swim as fast and as hard as I can for as
long as I can. And the sea takes the
rest.” 1 think it’s similar with pastoral
ministry. You do what you possibly can
to reach and bring the sheep back into
the fold. The results are ultimately in
the hands of God, but we are given the
opportunity to participate. Many times,
these struggles of these “lost sheep” are
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a result of improper discipleship, and
we are called to meet them where they
are.

The church ought to use its resources
and energy in expanding God’s
kingdom. When the church is not
focused in its mission to establish
God’s kingdom in this time and place, it
will end up expending its energy in
conflicts within the church. The church
must be outwardly moving in its
mission. The church should not be
interested in just building itself up
physically, but to disciple others
properly. The process of discipleship
should be a perpetual process, with the
multiplication of disciples. I believe
that the church should be heavily
involved in the community they are

located.
The students are largely concerned
with getting into good colleges. They

go to afterschool programs, and spend
most of their vacation time in some
academic program or another. The
message that gets instituted through
these actions is: “the future is about
me”. All the students’ attention and
energy end up focused upon
themselves. In order to break this cycle,
I have been pushing the students to
serve others- soup kitchens, Workcamp,
short-term mission trips. My focus has
been getting the youth group to serve
within the church itself, but I want to
drive the missional focus outwards- to
the community. We have been in
Hicksville for 10 years, and we don’t
have a clue to the needs of the
community. I intend to address the
community issues, and make sure that |
pave ways for my students to get
involved.
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“What I learned in Mission”

Honestly speaking, I did not want to go to missions
in the first place. When I had signed up, I desired to
strengthen my faith, but by the time it was time to go,
I did not want to.

For the past two years I have been struggling with
sin that brought me farther away from God. I was
spiraling into darkness, and it was clear to see that I

was not the same person who had met God in the past.
Throughout those two years, even though I was
struggling, I managed to pray - very occasionally - asking God to bring me back to
him.

After the first three days, the VBS part of the missions trip, I was mad. During
journal time, everyone would share their blessings, but I felt like nothing happened
for me. I felt like I didn’t receive any blessings. And at that very moment where 1
thought that, a sudden wave of realization hit me. I don’t know how to explain it. But
it was kind of a regretful and upset feeling. I was upset that I had lived my life so
poorly and so far away from God. I knew I wanted to do God’s work but there was
some block in my faith. And this realization helped me to find out that block. I did
not embody the heart of a Christian servant. When I came to that realization, I was
upset at myself and wondered why is it that I realized this after all of VBS ended. 1
tried my best, I thought, to be a messenger of truth. But I wasn’t acting as a servant,
and thought myself as superior, even though I came to missions with a questionable
faith.

Looking back, I had been changing little by little until that realization until journal
time. The Holy Spirit cut things out from my life, and added new things, even though
I didn't realize it. By God’s grace, the way I saw everything had changed. I see God
moving in all things; everything that happens has God in it. Now, I have genuine joy
and passion to serve and become closer to God. I pray for my future so that my faith
can continue moving forward instead of backwards.
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MISSION TESTIMONY

So as most of you know, this was my
first missions trip. Before I went on this

missions, | kept getting signals that
made me second guess this whole thing.
But, there was this urging feeling that
told me to go, and that feeling was
God’s grace pushing me to try
something different and grow further in
my faith. I’'m extremely grateful that
God gave me this opportunity to go to
Albania to do His works, because if I
didn’t then I wouldn’t have made many
realizations and learned anything to
help me grow closer to God. During the
days of vbs, that is when I learned a lot.
I didn’t know that the teacher could be
the learner. As I was teaching them the
verses in English, this one girl caught
my eye. She was an exceptional learner.
As the bible memory verses were
repeated by one of the translators, she
was there sitting, attentively, retaining
all the verses. Then afterwards, she
repeated all the verses flawlessly. Not
only that, while we were praising she
made me realize something. As we
were praising and dancing, the girl gave
the most enthusiastic and genuine
praise to God. But while she was doing
this, there was a small group of boys

28  Zdior ©#I14u  Evelyn Chon

teasing her and saying that she was
crazy because she was dancing and
singing so loudly. But that still didn’t
stop her from giving praise. This made
me realize that no matter what happens,
no matter what embarrassing or hurtful
situation you’re in, you shouldn’t let
anything get in the way of giving
worship to God. I was also ashamed of
myself because I was the kind of person
that quit when times got rough. But
from now on, I will not be ashamed of
showing people who I believe in and
will continue to seek God. For the three
days of vbs, she always wore the same
shirt. And that shirt said “God is love”.
One of the many things that God is, is
that He is love. And because of His
mighty love, we are here today. There
was also another thing I wanted to say
about these kids. The kids at vbs were
not just kids who wanted pizza and
coca-cola. They were kids who wanted
prayer. Moksanim did something called
altar call, where he asked if there were
any kids who wanted prayer; and if they
did, they would have to come up to the
front to get it. So, almost more than half
of the kids came up. And, I went up to
this mother and daughter and prayed for
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them. As I was praying, I placed my
hand on the mother’s shoulder and I felt
two or three more little hands on top of
mine. After prayer, that girl came up to
me and gave me the biggest hug and
kiss. Then seconds after, seven more
kids came up to me to give me a hug.
At the end, it was just a group of kids in
a large group hug. I finally disbanded
the group because I couldn’t breathe.
But, I never wanted stop hugging them.
It was so hard for me to hold back the
tears because never in my life have I
ever felt such warmth and love. Just
that tender moment itself was very
touching. These kids who don’t have
much were asking for prayer. Out of all
things, they were asking for prayer.
That is what makes me so happy. I'm
thrilled that they want to know God
more. We’ve done God’s work and
planted seeds in them. But, I really
didn’t want to leave them. Leaving
them was the hardest part. I don’t think
anybody realized but I was really hurt
when we left them. I hated saying

goodbye to them. And knowing that I
won’t see them again hurts me a lot.
The girl I prayed for came up to me on
the last day asking if I was going to
come back next year. And I stood there
for a good minute in silence. I didn’t
want to lie to her so I just gave her a
sorry smile and acted as if I didn’t
understand. Me saying no would
confirm that I wouldn’t be able to see
her again, so I didn’t say anything. But,
overall, this missions trip was very
blessful and significant. It made me
make a very important decision in my
life and that decision was to become a
teacher. I had two choices on what |
wanted to become. It was either a
doctor or a teacher. And trying to make
this decision was very hard for me, but
God made it easy for me. I think He
told me to go to Albania to see these
kids and be overwhelmed by their love
and compassion.

Not only that, but to be able to see
and feel God’s love and affection.

o}
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This was my first workcamp so I
can’t compare it with my other
experiences. But, I can gladly say that I
had my first workcamp with the people
in my crew. They were all so nice, as
were most of the people at Schenectady,
my resident Joe Salvino was the
sweetest, most kind person I’ve ever
met. He offered so much and even the
smallest gestures spoke volumes of
what kind of person he was. For the
first few days, I kept to myself, and
didn’t want to say hi to others, but as
the week went on, I slowly opened up
to the people in my crew. There were
times when things got frustrating, but as
a team we got through it and finished
up the job best we could. But, the last
job we had to do at the site was putting
in wooden floors and no one had any
experience, so another crew had to
come and help us. Although there was
an obstacle in our way, God helped us
overcome that issue and sent another
crew to our site to finish up the job.
Though the work was extraneous and it
was a relief to finish up the job, when I
look back the most blessful thing that I
experienced was meeting my resident

WORK CAMP Jennifer Lee

WORK CAMP

TESTIMONY
June 2016

Joe. Joe was blind for half his life and
had a dog to lead him places. Despite
his blindness, he welcomed us in his
home with open arms and made us feel
so welcome. He accepted his blindness
and wasn't cranky but he was calm and
he always seemed at peace with what
had happened to him. He walked
cautiously and reached his hands out
for anything that could have been in his
way. Joe reminded me of how we spend
our whole lives searching for something
to give us peace and we’re blind to the
love and grace of God. We listen to
what the world says we are, and deaf to
what God says we are, we are
brainwashed by the standards of this
world and of this society that we
become blind to what we truly are, the
sons and daughter of Christ. Although
Joe was only blind, so many times we
are spiritually both blind AND deaf.
Through this work camp I gained much
more understanding of what being a
follower of Christ means, serving with
a heart of servitude and not of
obligation, having a heart and mindset
of humility. But most importantly that
we must also carry our crosses daily.
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